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“Citation Classics” and Classic Citations in JAFC

Thomson Reuters (formerly the Institute for Scientific Infor-
mation, or ISI) tracks citation activity for scientific journals,
papers, and authors. Their widely quoted index for journals, the
Impact Factor, appears in May or June of each year, and is based
upon the number of citations to papers published in years I and 2
that occurred during year 3. (For instance, the 2008 Impact
Factor expresses the average number of times all of the papers
published in a journal during 2006 and 2007 were cited during
2008) For JAFC, the Impact Factor has increased fairly steadily
over the past dozen years or so, from 1.43in 1998 to 2.562 in 2008.
We are pleased to see that this has occurred, especially consider-
ing the expanding number of manuscripts published in JAFC,
and ascribe it to the relevance, quality, and impact of work
published in JAFC.

Historically, JAFC has published a number of manuscripts
that receive high citations, and many of JAFC’s authors are
highly cited for their work, whether published in JAFC or other
journals. Some are classified as “Citation Classics”, a term used
by ISI to designate top cited manuscripts in a subject area during
the period 1977—1993. Citation Classics were no longer desig-
nated after 1993, but the concept can still be applied informally to
manuscripts published after 1993. [When the idea first came into
play, a citation classic was generally considered to be a paper that
had been cited more than 400 times; however, for fields with fewer
researchers, 100 citations might qualify as highly cited. (/) This
was apparently true for the subject areas within the scope of
JAFC at the time.]

Eight JAFC manuscripts were considered Citation Classics (2).
One of these is particularly noteworthy because the total number
of citations is now approaching 1000 (the most recent count
as of November 2009 was 920). This paper, the most highly cited
JAFC paper to date, was authored by John E. Hodge and titled
“Dehydrated Foods: Chemistry of Browning Reactions in Model
Ecosystems”—a review that for the first time provided a “com-
prehensive organization of the reactions” involved in production
of brown pigments in foods heated to moderate temperatures (3).

John Edward Hodge was a “distinguished carbohydrate
chemistry and prominent member of the African-American
community”, who spent much of his career as a scientist at the
USDA'’s Northern Regional Research Center in Peoria, IL (4).
(See Advances in Carbohydrate Chemistry and Biochemistry, Vol.
53, for a description of Dr. Hodge’s life and career.) He authored
or coauthored 70 scientific papers (5), several of which appeared
in JAFC, served as chairman of the ACS Division of Carbohy-
drate Chemistry, and was a member of many other scientific
organizations. He was also a role model and mentor for young
African-American college students, encouraging many to study
chemistry and to enter into research careers in chemistry (4).

Two of the Citation Classics were authored or coauthored by
John E. Casida, Professor of Toxicology and Entomology at the
University of California, Berkeley. The two papers were Dorough
and Casida, “Nature of Certain Carbamate Metabolites of the
Insecticide Sevin” (6) and Casida, “Mixed Function Oxidase
Involvement in the Biochemistry of Insecticide Synergists”(7).
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Professor Casida has received numerous awards and educated
a major segment of pesticide researchers worldwide during his
distinguished career. His colleagues, students, and friends have
organized a symposium in his honor, to be held during the 239th
National Meeting of the American Chemical Society in San
Francisco, CA, March 21-25, 2010.

JAFC is proud to be associated with the accomplishments of
Drs. Hodge and Casida and the many other JAFC authors who
have achieved prominence through citation of their work by their
peers and colleagues. Table 1 presents more recent authors/
manuscripts with high citation counts that have been published
in the past few years.

In general, Reviews and Perspectives are highly cited. This
makes sense; because of the nature of Reviews and Perspectives,
they are useful to authors as they introduce the concept of their
manuscript, or place it in perspective, and so are often cited
for this reason. JAFC’s Reviews have received some special
acknowledgments—an example is Hodge’s paper on the brown-
ing reaction (3).

Clearly, we would love to have a crystal ball so we can call
your attention to manuscripts being published now that make
likely candidates as “citation classics” in years to come. The
Associate Editors and I are grappling with some sort of metric to
evaluate manuscripts published in the past year or two that are
noteworthy in terms of their impact on the science of agricul-
tural and food chemistry and on society. I would appreciate your
suggestions.

I take this opportunity to salute Dr. Marshall Phillips for his
contributions as Associate Editor to JAFC for the past 22 years
(Figure 1). In 1998, there were just two Associate Editors
(Marshall and G. Wayne Ivie) serving with Editor Irvin E. Liener.
Marshall continued to the present, covering the areas of food
chemistry/biochemistry and composition of foods, in particular
for foods of animal origin (meat, poultry, fish, and seafood) and
with specializations in protein chemistry, biotechnology, food
borne allergens, and a number of other areas. We will miss
Marshall tremendously when he steps down as Associate Editor
at the end of 2009. Sharon Martini served JAFC as Assistant
Editor in Marshall’s office. We wish Sharon the best of success in
her new position as Assistant Editor with the Journal of Chemical
Physics (Figure 2). Many thanks to both Marshall and Sharon for
their distinguished service to JAFC and ACS Publications.

We also thank the more than 4700 scientists who served as
reviewers for JAFC (see the list that follows this editorial). Eleven
of our reviewers returned 13 or more reviews within the 12 month
period preceding our Advisory Board meeting and received
plaques to honor their service to JAFC. They are Chi-Tang Ho,
Rutgers University, U.S.; Gow-Chin Yen, National Chung
Hsing University, Taiwan; Takayuki Shibamoto, University of
California—Davis, U.S.; Edna Amante, Universidade Federal de
Santa Catarina, Brazil; Momca Loizzo, University of Calabria,
Italy; Atsushi Kato, University of Toyama, Japan; Jose Luis Rios
Canavate, Universidad de Valencia, Spain; Diego Moreno-
Fernandez, CSIC—CEBAS, Spain; Michael Clifford, University
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Sun, J,; Chu, Y. F.; Wu, X. Z,; Liu, R. H. Antioxidant and antiproliferative activities of common fruits. J. Agric. Food Chem. 2002, 50, 7449—7454

Pulido, R.; Bravo, L.; Saura-Calixto, F. Antioxidant activity of dietary polyphenols as determined by a modified ferric reducing/antioxidant power assay.
J. Agric. Food Chem. 2000, 48, 3396—3402

Wang, S. Y.; Lin, H. S. Antioxidant activity in fruits and leaves of blackberry, raspberry, and strawberry varies with cultivar and developmental stage
J. Agric. Food Chem. 2000, 48, 140—146

Gil, M. I.; Tomas-Barberan, F. A.; Hess-Pierce, B.; Holcroft, D. M.; Kader, A. A. Antioxidant activity of pomegranate juice and its relationship with
phenolic composition and processing. J. Agric. Food Chem. 2000, 48, 4581—4589

Zheng, W.; Wang, S. Y. Antioxidant activity and phenolic compounds in selected herbs. J. Agric. Food Chem. 2001, 49, 5165—5170
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Prior, R. L.; Wu, X. L.; Schaich, K Standardized methods for the determination of antioxidant capacity and phenolics in foods and dietary supplements.

J. Agric. Food Chem. 2005, 53, 4290—4302
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Huang, D. J.; Ou, B. X.; Prior, R. L. The chemistry behind antioxidant capacity assays. J. Agric. Food Chem. 2005, 53, 1841—1856
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J. Agric. Food Chem. 2002, 50, 4998—5006
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2As of November 9, 2009.

many years of service to ACS and JAFC.

Figure 1. Dr. Marshall Phillips, Associate Editor for JAFC since 1988.

of Surrey, U.K.; Yoshinori Mine, University of Guelph, Canada;
and Min-Hsiung Pan, National Kaohsiung Marine University,
Taiwan (Figure 3).

We welcome two new Associate Editors, Chi-Tang Ho and
Takayuki Shibamoto, to the fold, and thank our continuing
Associate Editors, Zhen-Yu Chen, John W. Finley, Russell J.
Molyneux, Peter Schieberle, Francisco Tomds-Barberan, and

Figure 2. Editor James N. Seiber (right) thanks Sharon Martini for her

Elizabeth Waters, their editorial assistants, ACS Publications Figure 3. Editor James N. Seiber (left) recognizes and thanks Chi-Tang Ho
Division staff, and, of course, our authors, who provide the (center) and Gow-Chin Yen (right) for their service as reviewers over the past year.
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content that allows JAFC to continue to excel as the journal of
choice in agricultural and food chemistry worldwide.

On behalf of my colleagues with JA4FC I wish you the very best
for 2010, and may all your manuscripts be classics!
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LIST OF REVIEWERS—2009

The Editor and Associate Editors gratefully acknowledge the following scientists for reviewing manuscripts during 2009. Many of these
individuals reviewed several manuscripts. We thank all of the reviewers for their contributions of time and talent.

Note: This list reflects reviews received between November 15, 2008, and October 26, 2009.
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